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The West Alameda Estuary Crossing Campaign
by Lucy Gigli

In responseto the dilculty bicyclists
haveriding to and from Oakland from West
Alameda, BikeAlameda has initiated the
West Alameda Estuary Crossing Campaign
to expedite an aternative crossing. Advo"
catesfrom BikeAlamedaand East Bay Bicy"
cle Coalition have met with developers,a
Port of Oakland statter and a bridge spé'
cialist to discussideas for a sde and work"
ablebicycle and pedestriancrossing.

In recent meetings with the Alameda
Landing developer, Catellus/Prologis, we
agreed on some features that would make
their new development more acassibleto
bicyclists $seeseparae box%The agreement
includes a plan for a water taxi, bike paths,
Continued Page 2
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Estuary Crossing, continued from page |

bike laneson major streets and bike racks. The water taxi, or water
shuttle as we prefer to call it, is a major victory. If a water shuttle
were established,with plenty of fundsto continue operationsinde' "
nitely andat little costto the bicyclists andthe environment, then we
will get an alternative to the Poseytube and we canstar celebrating
with champane"| led water bottles. BikeAlamedais continuing to
work to ensurethat theseitemsareincluded in the 'nal master plan
for Alamedalanding. o
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What You Can Do

Call or write the city
council Encourage them
to suppott the water
shuttle as a transpaation
solution in theAlameda
Landing Master Plan.

Alameda Landing: Caution is Needed

By Lucy Gigli
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In aresponseetter to comments about this
mitigation, a city report said )Becausecyclists
are subjectto the samerulesof the road as vehi"
cles, mitigation measuresthat provide conges
tion relief for motorists also improve mobility
and acaessibility for cyclists.* Realy? We ques
tion the sincerity of this assetion, as all cyclists
know that the more complicated the interse¢
tion the more dilcult it is to navigate on your
bike. What about the accidents that happen
when bicyclists are cut o# in right turn lanes?
How many bicyclists know which left turn lane
to take? How many people will be turned o#
from riding to AlamedalLanding to usethe bike
lanesand bike paths, if they encounter this in"
tersection?

Bicyclists ride on the road ( true. And
bicyclists have all the rights and responsibilities
of vehicleson the roadway ( true. However,
large chaotic roadwaysDO NOT improve mo"
bility andacaessibility for cyclists!

W hile we look forward to a pleasant
Alameda Landing development complete with
bike lanes,pathsand a dock and water shuttle to
Oakland, mitigations that take dilcult intersec¢
tions and make them practically impossible for
bicyclists and scaly for pedestriansare inappro"
priate for Alameda. o

What You Can Do

Call or write the Planning and Public
Works Depatments.Rekr to responses
to letter A-3.Explain wi auto mitigations
do not improve accessibilityof bikes and
pedestriandnsist that the city oAlameda
does not accept this explanation inyan
future Ervironmental Impact Repts.

AUG/SEPT 2006

-
Alameda Landing Agreement

-

~

« On main roads +Hkfth, Mitchell + Tinker,,
incorporate demarcaed Class|l bike lanes
on both sidesof the street that are a mini"
mum of 5-wide.

L]

As an alternative to the on"street bike
paths, for the more recreational biker, cre"
ate separae bike paths enoouraging water"
front acaess.

L]

Construct separae bike and walking paths
along the entire waterfront promenade..
The bike path will be aminimum of 13wide
and include turnouts with benches,secured
bike parking areas and other amenities to
enoourage bicycle use.

L]

Incorporate bike racks on the BART shut"
tle+s,as well as consider open areas on the
shuttle itself for bike parking.. Ensure
shuttle drivers allow for bicyclesinside the
shuttle unlessit is too crowded with riders.

L]

In order to facilitate bicyclists crossingthe
estuary without riding through the tube,
initiat e a water taxi between a dock/landing
at Alameda Landing and Jack London
Squarethat will acoommodate a minimum
of 10 bikes with bike racks.. On"demand
daily sewice will be provided for at least a
year

L]

In a minimum of one of the waterfront of"
‘c e buildings, incorporate a secureshower,
locker and indoor bike parking facility to
encourage commuting by bicycle.

L]

Incorporate high"quality bike racks
throughout the development aress.. Con”
sider covered bike storage units behind
buildingswith largeemployeebase.

J
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Bikes and Rules: Safety Tools! Use the Rules to Stay Safe!

I-1l bet you just cant wait to go outside and
ride becauseyour bike is somuch fun! Come on,
what kid doesnt think that bikes are great?
Bikes are so much fun that even parents like
them. In fact, most adults won+t ever )outgrow*
bicycles, like they do most toys. One reason
adults continue to ride bikes is
that they arent so much toysas
tools ( they cantake usalmost
anywherewe want to go. While
theyre super fun, bikes also
come with special responsibili’
ties. Following the Rules of the
Road makes kids safer and
smater. The rulesaretools, too
( sdety tools! Usethe rulesto
staysde.

BasidRulesoftheRoad

1.Always wear your helmet .
Helmets are a no"brainer: they
protect your brain! If you+e
under 18, it-s the law Get your
parents or, someonewith experi'
ence, to help you get your helmet 'tt ed prop"
erly. You shouldnt be ableto pushit behind your
head or over your face when the straps are
buckled.

2. Learn hand signals. Hand signals let car
drivers, pedestriansand other bike riders know
where you want to go. To sayyou-returning left,
put your left arm straight out. To say youte
turning right, put your left arm straight out then
bend your elbow so that your hand is pointing
toward the sky or put your right arm straight
out. Alwayslookbehind/ou,checkingpr cars befor’
youstarttoturn or moveantotheroad
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by Caseydrimor

3. Stop at stop signs and obey tralc sig"
nals. Put your foot down when you stop and
look both ways for cars, pedestrians or other
bike riders. When it is sde and the intersection
is clear, crossthe street. If you-reunsure about
riding your bike through an intersection or if
you dont feel sde, 'nd acrosswalk

and walk your bike to the other

side of the street.

4. Ride on the Right side of
the road. Alwaysride the same
way that tralc is going. If you
ride on the left side of the road,
carscannot seeyou well. Unlike
a pedestrian, a cyclist cannot
jump over to the side of the
road very easily to avoid an
oncoming car.

5. When you ride on the
street make sure to ride 4
feet away from park ed cars.
This is caled the )door zone.*If
you passa parked car, there should
be 4 feet between your right side and the cars
doors. If someonein the car openstheir door,
youwont gethit if you-reout of the door zone.

Have fun on your bike and rememberthese
sdety"tool rules. If you know other kids who
dont know these sdety rules, passthem along.
Tell your parents about them and get them to
help you ride safely. If everyone rides by the
rules, then more people will have fantastic ad"
ventureson their bicycles. s

#» Back to
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Bicyclist Biography:

Alyssa Kondo

Howlonghaveyoubeemidingabike?

I-ve beenriding about a

yearand a half. Agell

Ocoupation: Stu”
Do yourideyourbiketoschool?| dent, Lincoln

No, | walk. | live right | Middle School

next to the school.

Wheredoyouusua(yride?

| usually bike around Bay Farm and the
Oakland Estuary which is about 15miles. | am
hoping someday to ride up into the Oakland
Hills with TeamAlameda.

Do youbelongo abikeclub?

Not yet, but my dad is goingto sendin my
application to be an olcial member of Team
Alameda.

Why doyoulike bikeriding?

| like bike riding becausel get a workout
while having fun. | alsolike getting a di#erent
perspectiveon things. On my bike | get to see
things up close,which is di#erent than looking
out a car window. | alsolike to enter my rides
into my log book.

Howdid yougetstarted?

My dad was starting to ride his bike a lot
and | was inspired by him and wanted to spend
more time with him. After a few times out, |
wanted to ride faster. That-s when| got my new

school &
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ByVincent andrncifrce(ana$litzer

What kind of bikedoyouhave?
An 8"speedSpecializedDolce.
Doyourace?

| raced for two months earlierin the yearat
the Fremont Criteriums, but then my schedule
"lled up. Im hoping to start again soon. In
Fremont they have classesevery weekend and
then theres arace. At the classesthey teachus
things like how to brake into cornersand how to
shift. In the racesyou getto try all the di#erent
techniques.Eachweek| improvedand got more
con'dent with my riding a bike.

What doyoulike bestiboutacing?

| like talking to other bikers, meeting new
peopleand leaming new things. It is alot of fun,
but | needto work on my riding technique be"
fore getting too serious.ss
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Changing lives by changing gears

The Alameda Point Collaborative and Cy"
cles of Change, an East Bay nonpro' t which
teaches bicycle mechanics and riding skills to
middle and high school students, have teamed
up to create a Sustainable Bicycle Education
Center. Housedat the Collaborative and funded
by a Stop Waste grant, the education center will
sewve collaborative residents, more than half of
whom are under 18. Participants in youth cy"
cling programsgain self'eseem and con'denc e
and become more awareof the environment.

Cycles of Change statter Barry Luck, who
will managethe educationcenter, is very excited
about bringing the program to Alameda. )AI"
ready APC sta# and residentsknow that bikes
are here and rides have started happening,*said
Luck. JAlamedais a greatplace. It-s really ditter"
ent to have
so much
commu"
nity inter"
est.*

Still in its
infancy,
the APC/

by Caseydrimor'

Cycles collaboration will evolve to involve the
entire Alameda Point community, providing
residentswith abike library containing a/eet of
donated ( or )re'"cycled* ( mountain bikes
that are maintained by program participants.

Cyclesis alwayslooking for volunteersand
donations. If you have a working bike youd like
to donate or time you want to give, please con”
tact Barry Luck at 4510, 919"7679 or email
spinning99@yahoo.com For more information
about the Alameda Point Collaborative or Cy"
clesof Change,check out www.cylesof@ngeorg
andwww.apco(abativeorg s

) DougLinney

Letters to the Editor

Since you-vegiven me the opportunity with this email, I-d like to tell you | enjoyed
the latest issue,reading it immediately when it camein the mail. It-s de'nit ely a
sign of readableand interesting information if someonelike me who hardly ever
readsstu# that comesin the mail gobbledit up. Keep upthe goodwork!

Photo:Cycles of Change
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About BikeAlameda

BikeAlamedas mission is to encourage bicycle use as
an integral part of daily life in and around the City of
Alameda. Founded in 1999, BikeAlameda serves the ®
community through educationand sevicessuchas secure
Valet Bike Parking at community events and its Bicycle
and Walking Map of Alameda. BikeAlamedabelievesin
sde streets, active, healthy citizens, and vibrant, walk" &

able business

Newslett er Productio! districts and
Editor in Chief: Lucy Gigli nelghborhoods'.l
Editors: Bve Reariman, Shdéy Reed We are a non
Graphics & Layout: DanwWood prqflt ‘.E’O L, +3,’,
Production & Content: Casey Larimore, California corpo

. : Ol ration. &o = ‘
Vincent and FancisArcellana"Rlitzer, Pick up BikeAlameda’s free Bicycle &
Walking Map of Alameda at: Tucker’s Ice
Cream, Stone Cyclery, Cycle City,
. g -New S Alameda Bicycle, Java Rama, Spritzer’s,
N Alameda Free Library, and more!
preakt ’

Greenway under BART tr acks would bene#t Alamedans, too: Urban Ecology anon”
pro't, has begun a campaignto create a vision for a multi"use path, similar to the Ohlone
Greenwayfrom Oakland to Fremont. This path could be beneaththe BART elevated structure
from 18th Avenueand E 12th Street to HaywardBART and then .alongthe tracks to Fremont.
This project hopesto take advantaye
of seismicwork that BART is doing
for its elevated tracks. For more in"
formation about the East Bay
Greenway or to o#er your support,
please contact Urban Ecologys Pro"
ject Coordinator, Phil Olmstead, at
+415617"0168Y What arelief ! The
railroad tracks at the BridgesideCen"
ter on Blanding Avenue have 'nal ly
beenremoved by the Centers devel'
oper. Stay aert, though: the barri"
cadeson Blanding that force cyclists
to the center of the road will remain
in place until construction is com"
plete. ¢
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P o3 b o M 0 30 Become a member and help us make our city a better place to ride.

M ember ship Benetits Personal Information Print Clearly Membership Fees (yearly):

« This bimonthly newsletter We do not are information with aope "except EBBC o

< Membership card for great disounts 0 Individual& _ 025
at local shops: 2\, Name+s& [ Household/Family& 035
Cycle City 10$20% < [ Busines& 070

clothing/accessories
Stone$ Cyclery 10$20%
clothing/accessories and mof
Alameda Bicy cle "see our website#

}-Benefacor 0100+

[ Volunteer 8 hours

Address& .
"contact us for details#

Zach K aplan Cycles 5* City &
...and mor&e our websit' Atta ch a check & send to:
* Tuckers ice cream soop E@ State/Zip & Bi keAlameda
« East Bay Bicycle Coalition " PO Box 2732
reciprocal membership Alameda CA 94501
« Satisfaction knowing you are@ Email & Membership dusre tax$deductibl’

improving bicycling here!
Phone &

Or...Join us online with your credit card at www.BikeAlameda.org

bike 0@%0

PO Box 2732
Alameda, CA94501

Pass this newsletter along to a +iend!



