
The BikeAlameda Cyclist
The West Alameda Estuary Crossing Campaign

by Lucy Gigli
In response to the di!culty  bicyclists 

have riding to and from Oakland from West 
Alameda, BikeAlameda has init iated the 
West Alameda Estuary Crossing Campaign 
to expedite an alternat ive crossing. Advo"
cates from BikeAlameda and East Bay Bicy"
cle Coalition have met with  developers, a 
Port  of Oakland sta#er and a bridge spe"
cialist to discuss ideas for  a safe and work"
able bicycle and pedestrian crossing.

In recent  meetings with the Alameda 
Landing developer, Catellus/Prologis, we 
agreed on some features that would make 
their  new development more accessible to 
bicyclists $see separate box%. The agreement 
includes a plan for a water taxi, bike paths, 
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Inside This “Back to School” Issue:

Safety Tools • Cycles of Change

Calendar

Fri, Aug 11, 5:30 - 7:30 PM

Valet Bike Parking — Crab Cove Concert 
Aug 28, 7 PM Estuary Crossing Committee 
Aug 31, 8 PM Newsletter Team Meeting. 
 Sept 16-17, 10 AM - 6 PM
Valet Bike Parking — Peanut Butter Jam
Sept 20, 8 PM Newsletter Team Meeting. 
Sept 25, 7 PM Estuary Crossing Committee 

Great weather and BikeAlameda%s popular Vale& 
Bike Parking service encouraged numerous cyclists to 
bike to this year%s Park Street Art and Wine Faire.

Continued Page 2



bike lanes on major streets and bike racks. The water taxi, or water 
shuttle as we prefer to call  it,  is a major victory. I f a water shuttle 
were established, with  plenty of funds to continue operations inde' "
nitely and at little  cost to the bicyclists and the environment, then we 
wil l get an alternative to the Posey tube and we can start  celebrating 
with  champagne"'l led water bottles. BikeAlameda is continuing to 
work to ensure that  these it ems are included in the 'nal  master plan 
for  Alameda Landing. 

Alameda Landing: Caution is Needed
 By Lucy Gigli

For ever y 
d evel op m en t , 
there are mitiga"
tions (  changes 
that  are recom"
mended in order 
to stave o# envi"
r onment al i m"
pact s, such as 
t raf f ic gridlock. 
I n t he case of 
A lameda Land"
ing, t wo of t he 
mitigations wil l  widen 
t he r oad, cr eat i ng 
seven and eight 
lane roads wi t h 
multiple  left  turn 
lanes and dedi"
cated right  turn 
lanes. This kind 
of a mitigation  is a 
bad deal  for bicycl i st s. 
Large, complicated intersections 
with  lots of turn movements are dan"
gerous for  cyclists. 
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Estuary Crossing, continued from page 1
What You Can Do

Call or write the city 
council. Encourage them 
to support the water 
shuttle as a transportation 
solution in the Alameda 
Landing Master Plan.



In a response letter to comments about this 
mitigation, a city  report  said )Because cyclists 
are subject to the same rules of the road as vehi"
cles, mitigation measures that provide conges"
tion relief for  motorists also improve mobility 
and accessibility for  cyclists.* Really? We ques"
tion the sincerity  of this assertion, as all cyclists 
know that the more complicated the intersec"
tion the more di!cult  it  is to navigate on your 
bike. W hat about  the accidents that  happen 
when bicyclists are cut o# in right  turn lanes? 
How many bicyclists know which left  turn lane 
to take? How many people wil l be turned o# 
from riding to Alameda Landing to use the bike 
lanes and bike paths, if they encounter this in"
tersection?

Bicyclists ride on the road (  t rue. And 
bicyclists have all the rights and responsibilities 
of vehicles on the roadway (  tr ue. However, 
large chaotic roadways DO NOT  improve mo"
bility  and accessibility for cyclists!

W hi le we look for ward t o a pleasant 
Alameda Landing development complete with 
bike lanes, paths and a dock and water shuttle to 
Oakland, mitigations that  take di!cult  intersec"
tions and make them practically impossible for 
bicyclists and scary for  pedestrians are inappro"
priate for  Alameda. 
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What You Can Do

Call or write the Planning and Public 
Works Departments. Refer to responses 
to letter A-3. Explain why auto mitigations 
do not improve accessibility for bikes and 
pedestrians. Insist that the city of Alameda 
does not accept this explanation in any 
future Environmental Impact Reports.

Alameda Landing Agreement

• On main roads +Fifth,  Mitchel l + Tinker,, 
incorporate demarcated Class II  bike lanes 
on both  sides of the street that are a mini"
mum of 5- wide.

• As an alternat ive to the on"st reet  bike 
paths, for the more recreational biker, cre"
ate separate bike paths encouraging water"
front  access.

• Construct  separate bike and walking paths 
along the ent ire waterf ront promenade.. 
The bike path wil l  be a minimum of 13- wide 
and include turnouts with  benches, secured 
bike parking areas and other amenities to 
encourage bicycle use.

• Incorporate bike racks on the BART shut"
tle+s, as well  as consider open areas on the 
shut t le i t self for bike parking..  Ensure 
shuttle drivers allow for bicycles inside the 
shuttle unless it  is too crowded with  riders.

• In order to facilitate bicyclists crossing the 
estuary without  riding through the tube, 
initiat e a water taxi between a dock/landing 
at  A lameda Landing and Jack London 
Square that  wil l accommodate a minimum 
of 10 bikes with  bike racks..  On"demand 
daily service wil l be provided for  at least a 
year.

• In a minimum of one of the waterfront  of"
'c e buildings, incorporate a secure shower, 
locker and indoor bike parking facility to 
encourage commuting by bicycle.

• I ncor por at e hi gh"qual i t y bi ke r ack s 
throughout the development areas..  Con"
sider covered bike storage units behind 
buildings with  large employee base.



Bikes and Rules: Safety Tools! Use the Rules to Stay Safe!
by Casey Larimor'

I-l l bet you just can-t wait to go outside and 
ride because your bike is so much fun! Come on, 
what  kid doesn-t  think that  bikes are great? 
Bikes are so much fun that  even parents like 
them. In fact, most adults won-t ever )outgrow* 
bicycles, like they do most  toys. One reason 
adults cont inue to ride bikes is 
that  they aren-t  so much toys as 
tools (  they can take us almost 
anywhere we want to go. While 
t hey-re super  fun, bikes also 
come with  special responsibili"
ties. Following the Rules of the 
Road makes k ids safer and 
smarter. The rules are tools, too 
(  safety tools! Use the rules to 
stay safe.
Basic Rules of the Road
1. Always  wear  your  helmet . 
Helmets are a no"brainer: they 
protect  your brain! I f you-re 
under 18, it-s the law. Get your 
parents or, someone with  experi"
ence, to help you get your helmet 'tt ed prop"
erly. You shouldn-t  be able to push it  behind your 
head or  over your face when the st raps are 
buckled.
2. L ear n hand signals. Hand signals let  car 
drivers, pedestrians and other bike riders know 
where you want to go. To say you-re turning left, 
put  your left  arm straight out . To say you-re 
turning right, put your left  arm straight out  then 
bend your elbow so that  your hand is pointing 
toward the sky or put your right  arm straight 
out. Always look behind you, checking for cars, befor' 
you start to turn or move into the road. 

3. St op at stop signs  and obey tr a!c  sig"
nals . Put your foot  down when you stop and 
look both ways for cars, pedestrians or  other 
bike riders. When it  is safe and the intersection 
is clear, cross the street. I f you-re unsure about 
riding your bike through an intersection or if 

you don-t  feel safe, 'nd  a crosswalk 
and walk your bike to the other 
side of the street. 
4. Ride  on the  Right  side of 
the road. Always ride the same 
way that  tra!c  is going. I f you 
ride on the left  side of the road, 
cars cannot see you well. Unlike 
a pedest rian, a cyclist  cannot 
jump over to the side of the 
road very easi ly to avoid an 
oncoming car. 
5. W h en you r i de on t h e 
st r eet make sur e t o r ide 4 
feet  away f rom  park ed cars. 
This is called the )door zone.* I f 

you pass a parked car, there should 
be 4 feet between your right  side and the car-s 
doors. I f someone in the car opens their  door, 
you won-t  get hit  if  you-re out of the door zone.

Have fun on your bike and remember these 
safety"tool rules. I f you know other kids who 
don-t  know these safety rules, pass them along. 
Tell your parents about them and get them to 
help you ride safely. I f everyone rides by the 
rules, then more people wil l have fantastic ad"
ventures on their bicycles. 
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How long have you been riding a bike?
I-ve been riding about a 

year and a half.
Do you ride your bike to school?

No, I  walk. I  live right 
next to the school.
Where do you usua(y ride? 

I  usually bike around Bay Farm and the 
Oakland Estuary which is about 15 miles. I  am 
hoping someday to ride up into the Oakland 
H il ls with  Team Alameda.
Do you belong to a bike club?

Not yet, but my dad is going to send in my 
application to be an o!cial  member of Team 
Alameda.
Why do you like bike riding?

I  like bike riding because I  get a workout 
while having fun. I  also like getting a di#erent 
perspective on things. On my bike I get to see 
things up close, which is di#erent than looking 
out  a car window. I also like to enter my rides 
into my log book.
How did you get started?

My dad was starting to ride his bike a lot 
and I  was inspired by him and wanted to spend 
more time with  him. Aft er a few times out, I 
wanted to ride faster. That-s when I  got my new 
bike.

What kind of bike do you have?
An 8"speed Specialized Dolce.

Do you race? 
I  raced for two months earlier in the year at 

the Fremont Crit eriums, but then my schedule 
' lled up. I -m hoping to start  again soon. I n 
Fremont they have classes every weekend and 
then there-s a race. At  the classes they teach us 
things like how to brake into corners and how to 
shift. In the races you get to tr y all the di#erent 
techniques. Each week I  improved and got more 
con'dent  with  my riding a bike.
What do you like best about racing? 

I  like talking to other bikers, meeting new 
people and learning new things. I t is a lot  of fun, 
but  I  need to work on my riding technique be"
fore getting too serious. 

Bicyclist Biography:

Alyssa Kondo
By Vincent and Francis Arce(ana$Politzer
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Age: 11
Occupation: Stu"
dent , L i ncoln 
Middle  School

school 



The Alameda Point  Collaborative and Cy"
cles of Change, an East  Bay nonpro' t  which 
teaches bicycle mechanics and riding skills to 
middle and high school students, have teamed 
up to create a Sustainable Bicycle Educat ion 
Center. Housed at the Collaborative and funded 
by a Stop Waste grant, the education center wil l 
serve collaborative residents, more than half of 
whom are under 18. Participants in youth cy"
cling programs gain self"esteem and con'denc e 
and become more aware of the environment. 

Cycles of Change sta#er Barry Luck, who 
wil l manage the education center, is very excited 
about  bringing the program to Alameda. )Al"
ready, APC sta# and residents know that  bikes 
are here and rides have started happening,* said 
Luck. )Alameda is a great place. I t-s really di#er"

ent to have 
so much 
c o m m u"
nit y inter"
est.* 
St i l l  in i t s 
i n f an c y, 
t he A PC/

Cycles collaboration wil l evolve to involve the 
ent ire Alameda Point  community, providing 
residents with  a bike library containing a /eet  of 
donated (  or )re"cycled* (  mountain bikes 
that  are maintained by program participants. 

Cycles is always looking for  volunteers and 
donations. I f you have a working bike you-d like 
to donate or time you want to give, please con"
t act  Barry Luck at  +510, 919"7679 or emai l 
spinning99@yahoo.com For more informat ion 
about the Alameda Point  Collaborative or Cy"
cles of Change, check out www.cyclesofchange.org 
and www.apco(aborative.org. 

Changing lives by changing gears
by Casey Larimor'
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Letters to the Editor
Since you-ve given me the opportunity  with  this email, I-d like to tell  you I  enjoyed 

the latest issue, reading it  immediately when it  came in the mail. I t-s de'nit ely a 
sign of readable and interesting information if someone like me who hardly ever 
reads stu# that  comes in the mail gobbled it  up. Keep up the good work!

)  Doug Linney
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Gr eenway  under  BAR T  tr acks  would  bene#t  Alamedans,  t oo:  Urban Ecology, a non"
pro't,  has begun a campaign to create a vision for a multi"use path, similar to the Ohlone 
Greenway, from Oakland to Fremont. This path could be beneath the BART elevated structure 
from 18th Avenue and E 12th Street to Hayward BART and then .along the tracks to Fremont. 
This project hopes to take advantage 
of seismic work that  BART is doing 
for  its elevated tracks. For more in"
f or mat i on about t he East  Bay 
Greenway or to o#er your support, 
please contact Urban Ecology-s Pro"
ject  Coordinator, Phil Olmstead, at 
+415, 617"0168. ¶  What  a relief ! The 
railroad tracks at the Bridgeside Cen"
ter on Blanding Avenue have 'nal ly 
been removed by the Center-s devel"
oper. Stay alert , though: the barri"
cades on Blanding that force cyclists 
to the center of the road wil l remain 
in place unt il construct ion is com"
plete. 

About BikeAlameda

BikeAlameda-s mission is to encourage bicycle use as 
an integral part  of daily life in and around the City  of 
Alameda. Founded in 1999, BikeAlameda serves the 
community  through education and services such as secure 
Valet Bike Parking at community events and its Bicycle 
and Walking Map of Alameda. BikeAlameda believes in 
safe streets, active, healthy citizens, and vibrant, walk"

able business 
d i st r i ct s and 
neighborhoods. 
We ar e a non"
prof i t  501+c,+3, 
California corpo"
ration. 
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Newslett er Productio!
Editor in Chief: Lucy Gigli
Editors: Eve Pearlman, Shelley Reed
Graphics & Layout: Dan Wood
Production & Cont ent: Casey Larimore, 
Vincent and Francis Arcellana"Politzer,

Pick up BikeAlameda’s free Bic ycle & 
Walk ing Map of  Alameda  at: Tucker’s Ice 

Cream, Stone Cyclery, Cycle City, 
Alameda Bicycle, Java Rama, Spritzer’s, 

Alameda Free Library, and more!

Breaking News



PO Box 2732

Alameda, CA 94501

M ember ship Bene#ts
• This bimonthl y newsletter
• Membership card for great discounts 

at local shops:
Cycle City  10$20*
clothing/accessories
St one$s Cycler y 10$20*
clothing/accessories and mor'
Alameda Bicy cle  "see our website#
Zach K aplan C ycles 5*
…and more: See our websit'

• Tucker-s ice cream scoop
• East Bay Bicycle Coalition 

reciprocal membership
• Satisfaction knowing you are 

improving bicycling here!

Personal Information Print Clearly
We do not share information with anyone "except EBBC#.

_______________________Name+s, &

_______________________________&

_______________________Address &

___________________________City &

______________________State/Zip &

_________________________Email &

_________________________Phone &

Membership Fees (yearly):

Individual& 025
Household/Family& 035
Business& 070
Benefactor 0100 +" ____
Volunteer 8 hours
"contact us for details#

Atta ch a check & send to:
Bi keAlameda
PO Bo x 2732

Alameda CA  94501
Membership dues are tax$deductibl'
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Or…Join us online with your credit card at www.BikeAlameda.org

Join Us! Become a member and help us make our city a better place to ride.


